the many noble charitable institutions of which its citizens may justly feel proud, the most conspicuous is the Royal Infirmary?an institution than which there can be none more worthy of regard. It is not a local institution ; its benefits are not confined to Edinburgh or its neighbourhood ; but its wards receive every year patients from almost every county in Scotland, as well as from England, Ireland, and foreign countries.
It is now nearly a century and a half since the Old Infirmary was built, and during the period of its long existence there has been carried on a work of mercy the greatness of which can never be realised. Its erection was the result of an effort worthy of Scotland and of the generation which then lived, and it benefited the city so greatly that it is still held in the highest estimation by all classes of citizens.
Previous to 1728 the physicians and surgeons of Edinburgh had been in the habit of given gratuitous advice and medicine, but in that year they decided on taking a further step : this was, promoting the erection of a building suitable for the amelioration of their distressed fellow-creatures. In a very short time they had by strenuous efforts collected the then large sum of ?2,000. After The pathological department is situated in the north-west corner of the grounds, and apart from the general edifice. Although the architectural features of this isolated block are not so prominent as the rest of the building, yet they harmonise with the general design. The principal feature of this block is a large theatre for lectures. It is seated for 220 students, and has microscopic and chemistry rooms attached.
Near it is the mortuary, the walls of which are lined with white glazed bricks. There is a direct communication between it and the surgical and medical hospitals by means of an underground passage through which the bodies of the dead can be conveyed, unseen by the other patients.
In the immediate neighbourhood are the workshops, engine-house, and laundry. The soiled linen is conveyed to the latter through a tunnel, and operated upon by a washer worked by steam, a mechanical wringer, and a hot dryingchamber. Beside the laundry is the engine-house for working the heating apparatus throughout the building, and the hydraulic machinery of the hoists.
A description of one ward may answer all. Coming from out the rush and noise of the streets, a sense of peace and rest is at once felt; and the reflection arises that it may be a good thing for many a man or woman to be obliged to stay for a while in such an atmosphere of perfect cleanliness and order. From hunger, and want, and over-crowded homes, many a patient has been brought to the wards, and, when discharged, has carried away with him lessons which will never be forgotten. Wards have been set aside for the professors of medicine and surgery, in which they give practical instruction to their students. The daily life of the latter is a subject from which much can be gleaned, and which would form a very interesting chapter.
In concluding, it may not be amiss to remark on the financial condition of the Infirmary. The magnitude of the institution may be understood when it is stated that for site, building, and furnishing a sum of between ?340,000 and ?350,000 was required. The one great fact that out of 8,823 patients treated last year, 4,037 were dismissed cured, and .2,911 relieved, shows the nature and extent of the very important benefits conferred on the sick and hurt, and indirectly ?on their relatives and friends, by the eminent skill of the medical and surgical gentlemen in attendance, and the kindly sympathy, attention, and services of the large staff of nurses, ctc.
In addition to these indoor patients, not less than 200 people have on an average attended daily (Sunday excepted) in the waiting rooms of the different departments?medical and surgical?obtaining the benefit of the high professional skill of the physicians and surgeons, and receiving all necessary dressings and appliances from the institution. The greatly increased facilities now offered in the new buildings for ministering to the suffering are being taken advantage of to a remarkable extent?oftentimes, indeed, the demands cannot altogether be met by the managers. There thus arises a very urgent necessity for increased subscriptions, so that the many patients seeking admission may have that attention paid to them which the managers are most desirous they should receive. It is to be hoped the friends of the institution will continue their support. It is indeed a great and noble work which is carried on in the Infirmary, and it would be a pity, if when called on, the managers were unable, through want ?of funds, to avail themselves to the fullest extent possible of the benefits the building is capable of affording. It may.be added that the total number of beds available in the Infirmary is 670, in addition to thirty cots for children.
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